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Abstract

One of the fundamental challenges facing Iran’s religious sciences is
the gap between the production of theoretical knowledge and the
realization of major changes in social behavior. Religious sciences in
Iran have largely remained at the stage of describing and discovering
truth and have less frequently reached the stage of operationalization
and sustained influence on collective behavior. Using an analytical-
argumentative methodology, this article explains and develops a model
of “research governance in religious sciences”—a form of governance
based on culture-building, persuasion, and networking that seeks to
move religious knowledge beyond an abstract state and transform it
into practical strategies and solutions for addressing real-world social
issues. The central question of the study is how scientific research
within the field of religious sciences can, rather than being limited to
abstract theorizing, contribute to the production of indigenous
knowledge, the operationalization of values, the replacement of
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external coercion with internal persuasion, the creation of social
convergence, and the development of appropriate methodologies for
changing social behavior. Based on an analysis of the relevant
literature and previous research, despite achievements such as the
modernization of religious concepts, the training of interdisciplinary
human resources, and the expansion of modern communication tools,
significant shortcomings remain in the systematization of research,
methodology, assessment of social impact, and the relationship
between religious and scientific institutions. Finally, the article
proposes a set of components as the foundations of a model for
research governance in religious sciences.
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