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Abstract

Verse 6 of Surah al-Ma’idah is the primary textual basis for the rulings
of ablution (wudii). However, the interpretation of the meaning of the
preposition ba’ in this verse is among the issues that has led to
disagreement between the two major Islamic schools. This article
examines this disagreement through a descriptive-analytical method
by analyzing exegetical and linguistic sources. The findings indicate
that the Hanafi, Shafi‘i, and Imami schools, based on interpreting the
preposition ba’as indicating partiality (tabid), have differed regarding
the extent of wiping the head during ablution (quarter of the head, the
front part of the head, or any portion of the head). In contrast, the Maliki
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and Hanbali schools consider this preposition to be redundant (zaidah)
and therefore regard wiping the entire head as obligatory. This study
emphasizes the significant role of linguistic and grammatical analysis
in deriving Islamic legal rulings.
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